Speak Out Now at BART

January 30, 2017

Fares First!

Standing Up For What’s Right!

The Women’s Marches put the BART system to
the test again. Looking at the size of the crowds
building in Washington D.C. and other parts of the
country, it seemed clear that we could expect a
similar turnout here. Management barely responded
by adding some extra trains and a few longer ones.
The scenes in the station were incredible with all
the people. Responding to the needs of so many
first-time riders was impossible. But there was
nothing but praise for the efforts of Station Agents.
Couldn’t there have been more agents in the
heavily impacted stations, especially Civic Center?
Most people there who had a problem with a ticket
or Clipper card were met by BART police, who had
no solution, other than to keep them from passing
through the gate. Management’s concern was to
make sure that every fare was collected.
Now, there’s planning that shows priorities.

When Trump signed an executive order aimed at
restoring the Keystone Excel and Dakota Access
pipelines thousands responded. And in response to
his edict preventing people from Muslim-majority
countries from entering the US, thousands have
showed up at major airports across the country to
support the people who were being blocked from
entering. The American Civil Liberties Union got
an emergency injunction halting the enforcement of
Trump’s order. But it is far from over.
People all over the U.S. are refusing to accept
Trump’s orders that threaten our lives, our rights
and the health of the planet. People are right to
stand up and resist. We need to continue act on the
idea that “An injury to one is an injury to all”.

Back To The Future
EBart is still at least a year into the future before
the diesel-electric trains will run between Antioch
and Pittsburg. But did you know over a hundred
years ago there was a fully electric railway that
could take you from Oakland to Chico? It was the
longest electric inter-urban railway in the world at
the time, 183 miles, using overhead electric and
third rails to power the trains.
From 1913 until its demise, you could ride from
40th and Shafter Ave. in Oakland heading east over
the hills with stops at Moraga, Lafayette, Walnut
Creek, Concord, Pittsburg, where the electric trains
boarded ferries to cross the Bay, and all the way to
Sacramento and Chico with stops in between.
There were all electric branch lines to Vacaville,
Fairfield, Woodland, Colusa and Oroville as well.
In 1939 it even connected to San Francisco across
the new Bay Bridge into the now destroyed
Transbay Terminal. It made three round trips to
Chico daily from San Francisco.
This system makes the eBart future already
outdated. Our electric transit past was way ahead of
our future. But instead of using tax dollars to
maintain these systems, tax dollars were used to
build roads and promote the profits of the auto
industry. The train systems were allowed to fall into
disrepair and they became increasing unreliable.

That Other BART
Another BART survey conducted and rider
satisfaction is down. Of course management said
they knew this would be the case, but the planned
upgrades would fix things.
What were some of the complaints and what is
management proposing?
Crowded trains The new trains WILL
accommodate more people and the new system
should allow for more frequent trains.
No Place to Sit The new trains have fewer
places to sit and more places for people to stand.
Dirty Stations Should we assume that things
will remain the same? More riders and the same
number or fewer System Service Workers?
So, it’s BART management’s usual approach –
“You don’t like this BART? Take the other one.”

